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Wew York Theatre Diary 


Major Barbara- Greenwich Mews 6/16/54. Paul Vincent Gordon directs Shaw revival 
with oa eaded by Karen Morley, Bdwin dordon. Plushing Amphitheatre 
6/22/64. Elliott Murphy's annual stage,water and Tes show...Arabian Nights-Jones 
Beach Stadium 6/24/54, Musical extravagansa presented by Guy TL M Laurits 
Melchior, Helena Scott. : 


Hits Revisited 


Tea and = Neate stars Joan Fontaine and Anthony Perkins were okayed by 
a quar reviewers. Changes make little difference in show's effectiveness, sums 
up Hobe, Variety. Though Foentaing doesn't suggest the seme degree of inner warmth 
that Deborah Kerr did, she is believable in her quiet,slightly reticent performance. 
Considering Fontaine's limited stage experience,she interprets the diffioult role 
with oomendable skill, praises Dash, Women's Wear. Anthony Perkins wes rated as a 
engeging young actor who manages to inject a lighter touch into his interpretation, 
Theugh the newoemers bring different interpretations to the parts, Sheaffer,Eagle , 
found that the Robert Anderson drama retains its general impact as a moving, sen- 
sitively written piece of theatre, Play is certainly worth a second visit, reporta 
Colby, Journal of Commerce, Materially tragic, it is tenderly written and beauti- 
fully produced, All noted that remainder of cast, Leif Erickson, Florida Friebus, 
Dick Tork and John McGovern continue in their roles at a high level, 


Dallas Report 


More than 1000 soripts per year are received and acknowledged by Margo Jones of 
Theatre '54 in Dallas, Beaufort, Christian Seience Monitor, discovered, She believes 
that she could set up a theatre in a large city in six weks with a budget of $30,000. 
Any tom will support what is good,she declared. They love the wonderful experience 
of a new play, In addition to presenting seven new plays at Theatre 64 she has aid- 
ed in the establishment of Dallas’ Roundup Theater, a Negro community group. Crit 10 
is sure that Jones has added something fresh to the US theatre sonne. Atkinson,Times, 
who ocoverad the theatre's ourrent twin bill of new scripts by Williams and Giraud- 
oux, added that Dallas is lucky to have a theatre where two short plays of literary 
distinction oan be introduced as part of a repertory season, 


Brown on The Sea Gull 


With the best of good intentions and a devotion so plain it almost hurt, the 
Phoenix tried to meet the challenges presented in the Chekhov classic and for the 
most part failed badly, concluded Bron, Saturday Review, All too plainly,he feared 
the production was thrown together in a hurry, The styles of playing are as mixed es 
the accents of the players. Worse still, the direction was quilty of an equal un- 
certainty. It establishes no clear line, creates no cohesion, and misses nuance af- 
ter nuance. The Phoenix! first season has been an excitingly distinguished and con 
tributive one. After three successes the produce’s are entitled to a failure, 


Drama Desk Meeting June 21 


A special business meeting of “Drama Desk" will be held June 21 at Sardi's. Eleo~ 
tion of officers and other business will be considered, 3 8 


— 
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Off Broadway ' 


Originals Only is planning for 5 
hospital shows te be given between Jme 
20-80 in the Marea. Some of the acts 
used will also be part of the group's 
next production, a new musical melo- 
drama entitled Letta Ripp.s 


Salvation on a otring is overall 
title of three one act plays by Paul 
Green to be presented July 6 at Thea- 
trs de Lys. They have never been pro- 
fessionally presented in NY. The titles 
are Chair Endowed, The Ne- Count Boy, and 
Supper for the Dead. C W Christenberry 
will direct and will be co-producer with 
David B 


The Players Theatre production of 
Robinson Jeffers’ The Cretan Woman will 
be presented at Provincetown July J, di. 
ected by Theodore Marcuse...Celypso Car- 
nival with the Lord Burgess troupe 
‘at Cherry Lane Theatre for two weeks... 

Flushing! Fresh Meadows Civic Theatre 
plays: Arsenic ami Old Lace June 25-26 
at p. . 26, Sth Ave. 


No Legal Grounds was panned by Gear, 
Variety, as an uninspired trifle which 
is perhaps the most sexless bedroom far- 
ce on record, Phil Pheffer is the only 
member of cast or staff of Originals 
only production which won any kind words, 


Old Vie at 16 


8. Hurok presents by special grran- 
gement with Old Vie Trust Ltd,and the 
Arts Council of Great Brite in the Old 
Vic company production of A Midsummer's 
Hight Dream, Robert Helpmann, Moira She- 
arer, y Holloway are featured in 
cast of 150. It will play at the Metro- 
politan Opera House from Sept 21 to Oct 
17 only. Tickets may be bought from 8. 


Hurok, 711 Fifth Ave, NYC 22. A National 
tour follows, 


' Theatre Film Notes ' 


Anouilh's Aoust te, concerning the 
trial of Joan of Arc, will be filmed by 
John Huston. Christopher Fry is making 
a translation for London stage produot- 
ion,while Kermit Bloomgarten plens a NY 
stage production of seme soripteseeJohn 
Gielgud and Lawrence Olivier have leads 
in Richard III film to be made in Aug- 


ust by Alexander Korda. Lathryn Gray- 


son will 8 in film version of"Rosal- 
Linda, based on Fledermause,eGene Hel- 
son, Eddie Albert, Mor Gordon 
MacRae, Rod Steiger and Charlotte Green 
wood re to Okleham fila, 


* Theatre TV & Radio Notes ' 


"Shakespeare on TV", Dr. Frank C Bax 
ter's lectures will be showm on WCBS TV 
Sat at 2 8. UCLA teacher's series of 18 
original ly shown on KNXT,Los Angeles,has 
been very highly praised, 


"The Best of Broadway” series due on 
CBS TV starting Sept 16 will feature hour 
long productions of Broadway plays and 
musicals. „s TV also signed Howard Lind- 
say and Russel Crouse to write and prod- 
uge three new TV series..,Bthel Merman 
has signed an exclusive contract with 
CBS TV to do 4 TV shows for $100,000. 


* “audeville 


Radio City Music Hall new revue is 
"Compass Points" and features Tofy Star 
man, ‘ac.’ Beaber, Marilyn Murphy, and 
Chris russ. 


Palace vaudeville’ show features doe 
Jackson, Jr, Artie Dann, Dalton & Bailey, 
Terry & Macs, Leonard & Leonard, end 
Young China Troupe. 
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Green Rom ,artuent ' 


f4X & SYIPATHY,.,Until theatre managers can answer satisfactorily "Where do the 


tickets to hit shows go?", the legitimate theatre will have little claim upon 
the sympathies of outsiders in its campaign for lighter taxation, states Her- 
ald Tribune editorial, In the long run, the theatre itself will benefit most 
from an all-out campaign to deal fairly with the average playgoer.Paper asks 
if the theatres themselves are doing an adequate and sincere job of policing 
their ticket distribution?...The city fathers, believes Watts,Post, should 
oherish and encourage the Broadway theatre instead of regarding it merely as 


an unfailing target for new taxation, 


TH 


YOUNG IN THEATHR.,..Aspiring playwrights should get an agent, suggests Coleman, 
Mirror. This will protect them against plagiarism suits and will insure that 
the scripte of merit get a fair reading. Budding actors, critic urges,should 
study diction before going into the more complicated aspects of drema..,Stud~ 
ent ticket plan used at Wilmington,Deleware,Playhouse, should be applied to | 
NYC theatres details Burr,Playbill, Plan devised by C R Case, Univ of Deleware, 


- calls for management of Playhouse to insert an "s" in lower right hand corner 


of their newspaper ads when student rate tickets are available, Directors of. 
student groups throughout the state then find out hw many tickets they can 
issue in each area. Studat slips are presented at > >s-office uw to 80 min- 
utes before curtain te, and unsold ducats are issued for 81. 20 each. 


ACTORS MORALS...It is a complete misrepresentation to suggest that the acting prow 


fession has morally deteriorated more than any other, comments "Stage" editor~ 
ial, The unfair publicity devoted to actors ‘volved in law suits of my kind 
tends to give the impression that they are ;vozle of looser morals than the 
rest, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..eSeomd visit to Phoenix’ The Sea-Gull by Keating, Cue, confirms 


his first impression that revival missed, Players seemed even more incongrous 
and 111 at ease in their Chekhovian surroundings than they had on the first look, 
„„Mith almost everyday's mail bringing requests for donations for diverse Shak- 
espeare memorial theatres, Nathan, Journal American,dreads the day when some one 
realises how many towns there are in US named Athens, He sees an equal number 
of touches for theatres honoring works of Sophocles, | poi 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Production problems of his Jones Beach Stadium 


tat tie 

have kept Guy Lombardo busy since last November,he told Watt, News, 0 
Park Commissioner Moses called him to ask if he had any ideas for the Stadium, 

The orchestra leader had difficulty finding backers and ended up putting up 


all the money himself, Plans oall for show to rm 5 seasons and then maybe on 
Broadway, 
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The theatre, reasons the Herald Trib- their show-going 6 months in advance, 


une editorial noted above, should be pum- obtaining ti Aeta would be a cinch, But 
ished in the way of increased taxes be- as long a8 some insist on making up 
cause it has net been able to solve the their mind that they want to see a cer~ 


theatre ticket problem, Actual ly it is 


tain hit show TONIGHT, there will be ser 


the public and not the theatres that or- vices that will provide the desired tie 
eate the scalping problem, If theatre kets at a price, Editorials blaming the- 
goers were reasonable folk who planned atres for things they have no control 


over aids no one, 
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Theatre records will show that Carousel is the first hit of the 1954-55 seasm. 
The third limited run production of the hewly formed NYC Light Opera Company was 
planned for two weeks by producer William Hamerstein. But the audience and critical 
reception has been so overwelming that the City Center attraction has been extended 
twiee. It is now slated to continue to July 26. Show's success will put the NYC 


Light Opera Company operation in the black and insure ite return next year. Chris 
Robinsen will leave the cast June 26. 


Plays 


The Girl In Pink Tights and The Sea Gull elosed. „ „dine and Wonderful Tow 
close July S..,can Can, the Sea, Seven Year Nek play July matinees 
„ehe Tender Trap, new comedy by Max Shulman and Robert Paul Smith, will open in 
HY the wee 11. „The Boy Friend,the English musical, opens at Royale Sept 30 

rec 


„Jose Ferrer will produce an Under the Sycamore Tree with Elliott Nugent 
and Neva Patterson, 


People 


Charlotte Rae replaced Shannon Bolin in The Golden e r en Muller re- 
places Carleton Carpenter in Slmanac,, Marion Colby subbed for Janis Paige in The 
Pajama Game while latter out With poiem ivyeseWilliam Tabbert and Florence Hender- 
son sig for leads in F „ Jemes Starbuck to stage dances in new musical...Vera 
Zorina stars in revival Your Toes due at 46th St Theatre Oct 11. 


Summer Playhouseg 


Gloria Vanderbilt Stokowski will ster in The Swan Aug 30 at Falmouth Mass,Play 
house... «Imogene Coo& appears in Wat Westport, Conn, Playhouse. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner will prese * 7 Eastern strawhats this term.ee6 of 
original cast of Stalag 17 will appear in sumer package of show. „„ Ika Chase, Uta 


Hagen, Edna Best, Jerome Cowan and Richard Mering in The Cooktail Party this week at 
Bucks County, Fa. Playhouse, 


Other Broadways 


Houston, Teras, Playhouse, closed after a three year try due te lack of box office 
suppor’. Joanna Albus hopes tha people of Houston will support end centinue the the- 
atre as a nonprofit, edueational venture...Paris' International Festival of Dramatic 
Art will feature 38 shows during July 10-‘. 29,,,.Louisville,Ky,Show Train seeond trip 
will take place at end of June. Group will see same shows May group saw, 
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